4. THE BUSY ARCHITECT
Germany 1924-1927
Every type of building ultimately acquires its own unique and distinct form, and the course of true architectural evolution is towards that condition by which the form of a building is so married to its purpose that it is thereby distinguished from all other types of building. The large departmental store is a type of building that had come into being during the last century, but it is only in the last fifteen years that the most appropriate form has been evolved, and this has been due largely to the influence of Mendelsohn's impressive examples, which constitute some of his finest work.
Before 1923, with a few Parisian exceptions (more noteworthy, however, for their steel and glass interiors), the departmental store hardly differed in general appearance from a municipal, office, or bank building> and very often it was made to look like a Renaissance palace, as one well-known example in London. As noted in the first chapter, movement toward more appropriate expression of purpose of the exterior is seen in such buildings as Messel's Wertheim store. But it was only when the full possibilities of steel and reinforced concrete construction were utilized by Mendelsohn in designing the Herpich fur store in the Leipzigerstrasse, Berlin, in 1924, the Schocken stores at Nuremberg, Stuttgart, and Chemnitz, in 1925, 1926, and 1928 respectively, and the Petersdorff store at Breslau, in 1927, that the most appropriate form of the departmental store was evolved.
The departmental store consists generally of one large room for each floor occupying nearly the whole area, with small auxiliary offices. Each room requires as much light as possible, therefore the traditional series of vertical windows placed at intervals in the wall surface is certainly not the most serviceable method of lighting.
The method employed in the Herpich store, and even more completely in later stores at Stuttgart, Breslau, and Chemnitz, was to abandon the tra-
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